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NEEDLE, BALL, AND....

fair for the weather, unfamiliar terrain, generator
failure, and inadvertent inverter problem 1o gang
up on anyone at the same time; byt there he
was, and when he needed it most he didn't have
i

A quick scan of the computer memaory banks
at AFISC shows that others have faced similar
situations. and some have even brought their
crippled birds home safely. Could you? Those
who have been able to hack it knew that once
the main and standby ADI were gone. they had
to get on the turn needle, airspeed. and
altimeter. That also may have been obvious to
lots of you reading this article. but I'm not too
sure many of us would have been able to work
our way out of this situation.

Do you think you could recover should Lancer
32's situation greet you one day? If you think
you could. but want to be sure. or are just
interested in an enlighting review of partal

panel flying. motor over to the Ops Desk and
pull AFM 51-37 out of the FCIF. Here's a recap
of what 1t says,

After you think you've got it straight in your
mind. you might like to put it to use. Try it dur-
ing your next sim; or if your unit doesn’t have a
sim. give it a go on your next flight. (VFR and
fraquent peeks at the ground and other instru-
ments are authorized and highly recommended
the first time you try it. and until you're sure it
works for you!)

Have you practiced partial panel approaches?
How about needle, ball, and airspeed--could you
control it 1n a climb to get out of the clouds?
How about a final approach? Check the Dash
One--will the needle still work with IDC power
only? ‘Give it some thought and get your plan
together. You'll probably never need to use.it,
but if you ever do you'll have a great “war story”
to tell at the bar. —
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186 TRG
Key Field
Meridian, MS

On 12 Qctober 4979, Colonel Biffie Q. Pittman
and Major Maxey J. Phillips were flying a Jow
level reconnaissance training sortie enroute from
Engiand AFB, Louisiana, to Key Field, Mississippl.
Approximately three minutes into the low level at
500 feet AGL and 480 kts ground speed. the air-
craft collided with a large vulture. The bird im-
pacted the right quarter panel and penetrated the
right side of the front cockpit. Colonel Pittman
was stuck in the face and right shoulder area by
bird and canopy fragments. This impact shattered
‘his clear visor, bent and distorted his glasses,
and left his right shoulder and arm numb and im-
mobile.

The aircraft began a series of pitch oscillations
from +6.0 to -2 Gs. Extreme wind blast and flying
debris made orientation difficult, Major Phillips
assumed control of the aircraft during the first
pitch oscillation, slowing to 250 KIAS and climb-
ing to 2,000 feet AGL to maintain aircraft control
and attempt to establish intercockpit communica-
tion. Damage inspection immediately revealed
that Colonel Pittman’s personal parachute
containet was broken and portions of the para-
chute were hanging loose from the container.
Major Phillips returned to England AFB to land.
Colonel Pittman was able to lower the landing
gear and flaps with his ieft hand and deploy the
drag chinte during tanding roliout.

The professional airmanship and ecfew Eoordi-
nation of both crew members prevented the loss
of a valuable combat aircraft and further injury 1
thernselves. Their actions qualify them as the
Tactical Air Command Aircrew of Distihction.
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EFFECT OF OXYGEN-WANT ON
HANDWRITING DURING ASCENT

ASCENT TO 25,000 EEET WITHOUT OXYGEN EXPLANATORY REMARKS
a‘ Nan ? ? W W i Contrel specimen of normal handwriting.
a0 /éf

No appoarent effect.

/W}“ é«baé@/:n

/5 600 }a,,P «Ql?
bé\' Plf M:Z'“M Beglnning muscular incoordination.
z,,

——— Y —

/ )7 [0 M Definite physical and mentol inefficiency.
; b dr H.' W _ﬁWi/ﬂy Ltlit xar:dyff“boih 18,000 and 20,000—marked
ad W - Vaate V’Wﬂr y

M }}}l’{'/m /@r{ F""::'.""g“b:i":;"i'? Evidence of false feeling of

feel good. Insight, judgment ‘and coordifiation
very tavity.

ﬁ/// (ﬂ,\,_zf W y Mental and physical helpfessness,

Imipfovement with few breaths of oxygen.

j[],zﬂzy //f- 2 r& . /L/ g Last zero ‘Ipﬂ oft—general improvement, but

not completely normal.
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helmet law repeal in one state alone? How can
that be? Surely, all bikers know that helmets are
heavy. cumbersome. obstruct vision, and com-
pound injuries if you take a spill while wearing
one, don’t they? And they all know that it’s better
to slam your unorotected head onto the roadway
without @ helmet. right? | mean, we like to feel
the rushing air massaging our hair as we ap-
proach an intersechon and watch a car pull sud-
denly into our path of travel. and a helmet cer-
tainly couldn’t help us here. could it?

| know we read about a lot of biker fatalities
attributed to head injuries. but those guys were
different; they had softer heads and couldn’t ride
as well as | can, right? Isn’t it wonderful, know-
ing that as your loved one climbs on the back of
the bike, their head i1s also extra hard, and with
your riding skitls, you surely won't be invoived in
an accident and anyway. you're older than 18,
right? Many states have given you the option of
wearsng or not wearing a helmet. it's up to you.
A guy named Professor Harry Hurt says if you
have a ten dollar head. wear a ten dolar heimet!
| think | disagree with all the negative statements
about safety heimets; and since I'm-over 18 and
do have a hard head, | think I'll make my head a
little harder with a well constructed helmet. How
about you?

POOOOOOFF I

Recently, a group of individuals from another
command weré undergoing riot control squad
training. Their training included use of the M-

25-A2 Riot Control Hand Grenade.

ARMING PIN |

SLIDER ASSEMBLY

Fli
L PENE FIRING PIN

CLOSURE PLUG

TAC ATTACK

While the training was in progress, one indi-
vidual's grenade detonated as he was throwing
it, causing contusions and chemical burn$ to his
right hand.

The design of the hand grenade [Figure 1} is
such that the actuating plunger must be held
down while the safety pin is pulled and must be
held down until the grenade is released curing
the throw. If the plunger is allowed to come up--
even moementarily--the first timer is started and
the grenade will explode in 1.4-3.0 seconds. In-
teiviews of other team members indicated that
some people tacked a thorough understanding
of how the grenade worked. This was largely
due to tfying to cover t00 much material in too
little time. At the time of the mishap, it was clear
that people were hurrying to complete the train-
ing. Generalized instruction was not followed up
with individual supervision on the range.

if you're involved in traiming--on either end--
don't hurry. Instructors should try their best to
get the key points across. If you're on the learn-
ing end. ask questions. They can usually save a
ot of trouble--and pain too.
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